
Be par t  of  som eth ing bigger  ...

http://www.ears.org


"As a tiny organisation we have benefited 
enormously by becoming a partner in EARS. We 

have made a network of connections that we 
would never have been exposed to before, gaining 
support, advice, knowledge and friendship from 
like-minded colleagues across Europe. We would 
highly recommend any organisation, especially 

smaller ones, to become a part of the EARS 
'family', as it will compliment the work that you 

do and make you strive to be even better!" 

Sharon Shaw, Lakeview Monkey Sanctuary

United Kingdom

The European Alliance of Rescue Centres and 
Sanctuaries (EARS) is a non-prof it organisation that 
supports and represents rescue centres and 
sanctuaries across Europe, enabling them to work 
together to achieve mutual animal welfare and 
conservation goals. By pooling our collective 
knowledge and experience we can improve the 
standards of care we provide for captive wildlife and 
tackle the very reasons that make the existence of 
rescue centres and sanctuaries necessary.

In other words ... EARS connects you. 

We connect you to wildlife carers, campaigners and 
educators dealing with the same issues as you. We 
connect you to a range of professionals that will 
share their specialist knowledge. We connect you to 
the wider issues that affect your work on a daily basis 
and help you add your voice to the growing calls 
across Europe demanding better protection for wild 
animals.

WHAT IS EARS?



"Unexpectedly, we had to take in 11 Nile 
crocodiles. Thanks to our EARS-contacts, we 

immediately could gain information about the 
husbandry of the animals, and so improving the 

care in our center." 

Fredrik Thoelen

Natuurhulpcentrum, Belgium

SHARING KNOWLEDGE
By becoming an EARS Partner you will 
become part of a unique network of wild 
animal rescue centres and sanctuaries all 
striving to achieve the highest standards of 
animal care possible. You will gain access to 
a wealth of knowledge and experience and 
have the opportunity to share what you 
have learnt with other Partners in the 
network. EARS offers workshops and 
learning materials on issues such as animal 
husbandry, enclosure design, veterinary 
science, campaigning and organizational 
capacity development. We also provide 
bespoke support for individual Partners. 

STRENGTH IN NUMBERS
Many of the issues affecting our Partners, such 
as il legal wildlife trade, hunting and exotic pet 
ownership, can often be addressed at the 
European level. However, we know that doing 
this can take up a lot of t ime - something that 
many of our Partners do not have. Through 
collaborations with NGOs, and other 
stakeholders across Europe, EARS will connect 
you to init iatives aimed at introducing new 
legislation or improving enforcement for better 
protection of wild animals. You can be part of 
making change at the European level while stil l 
focusing on your own work at the local or 
national level.



HOW TO BECOME  AN EARS PARTNER

The screening process for becoming an EARS member is straightforward:  

The screening report is 
passed to the EARS 

Review Committee and 
EARS Board for a f inal 

decision. 

An on-site screening visit 
is carried out by an 

independent volunteer 
reviewer, accompanied by 
an EARS representative.* 

A more detailed 
questionnaire and animal 
census is completed and 
returned to EARS along 
with other background 

information. 

A preliminary application 
form is completed to 
ensure there are no 

obvious issues that might 
prevent the applicant 

from joining.

* The costs of the volunteer reviewer are covered by the applicant while EARS covers all costs of their own 

?Less stressful than I imagined, the screening was a 
opportunity to check the status of animal welfare and 

organizational development, to mark the 
achievements and to get an honest opinion upon 

things that can be improved. A great opportunity!? 

Liviu Cioineag 

Libearty Bear Sanctuary, Romania 



CRITERIA  FOR JOINING EARS
While EARS does not provide formal accreditation it does have strict joining criteria. These are in place to ensure that 
EARS Partners have policies and principles that align with our own and that the welfare of the animals in their care is 
kept as an absolute priority. Our criteria are that the applicant:  

* More details on these criteria can be found on our website: www.ears.org

- Allows the public to visit only for education 
purposes.  

- Restricts physical contact between the public and 
animals (see also EARS Visitor Interaction Policy).  

- Does not conduct research if  it compromises animal 
welfare and/or conservation.  

- Uses appropriate measures to prevent propagation 
including species-appropriate contraceptive 
programmes (see also EARS Breeding Policy).

- Conducts euthanasia only for terminally il l, crit ically 
injured, or severely psychologically and 
behaviourally impaired individuals, for whom there 
is no reasonable recovery and quality of l ife*.

- Consults and follows taxon/species-appropriate 
guidelines for rehabilitation and reintroduction 
practice.  

- Actively engages with the all iance and works in the 
spirit of collaboration, sharing knowledge and 
information. 

- Operates a rescue and rehabilitation centre and/or a 
sanctuary in Europe.  

- Is a legal entity with the necessary national l icence 
and/or permits.  

- Strives to provide humane and responsible care of the 
animals. The outcome of this should stimulate and 
support:  

- Expression of natural species-specific behaviour 
(physical, social and  psychological)*
- Good physical health*

- Does not buy, sell, or trade (exchange) animals.  

- Works to ensure intake and outplacement helps to 
reduce the very drivers that cause animals to need 
rescue, rehabilitation and sanctuary, and not increase 
them.  

- Works to prevent the need for sanctuaries and rescue 
centres, for example through education and 
involvement in conservation issues.  



Annual  Income (?) Partner Fee (?)

<250k 100

251-500k 150

500k - 1 mill ion 200

1 mill ion - 5 mill ion 800

More than 5mill ion 1200

As well as fulf il l ing the joining criteria EARS Partners 
are expected to contribute to the network f inancially  
through an annual fee system, the details of which 
are set out in the table below. Partners are also 
expected to attend the EARS General Partner 
Meeting each year in order to full contribute their 
knowledge and experience to the network.

PARTNER CONTRIBUTIONS

"Rescue centres play a vital role in wildlife 
conservation, which is increasingly becoming an 
important policy matter at the European level. As 
an alliance we are stronger and can exercise more 

influence on new legislation to ensure better 
protection and welfare for wild animals. As a 
member of EARS, AAP can call on the other 

partners for support, access their network and 
make use of shared knowledge, all of them key 

factors in achieving success".
David van Gennep

St icht ing AAP, Netherlands



FIND OUT MORE

If  you are interested in joining the EARS network you can f ind our more about us, including all 
of our current Partners, on our website. Also, please get in touch with us directly to discuss 
things further.

Dave Eastham, Executive Director

www.ears.org

info@ears.org

Contact:

Web:

Email:


